
 

Southern Railway 
Restaurant Car 7864 

 

Built in 1932 as a sumptuous 24-seat Kitchen Diner, for at-seat 
dining service on principal express trains. 

 



 

Withdrawn from service during 
World War II. 
 

1947: modified to a buffet car 
with only 8 seats. 
 

1951: on Bournemouth-
Newcastle services.  

 

1962: static restaurant at Sheffield Park Station.  
 

1981-2000 gradually 
deteriorated in open 
storage (now stored 
under a tarpaulin). 
 

It is of significant national 
importance as the only 
surviving Southern 
Railway catering vehicle. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above photos show that the restoration to original condition will be a major 
challenge, but we already have a team of volunteers with the skill and track record 
to tackle the challenge, and a space in the workshop programme to undertake the 
work.  We have commenced work on components, and will start work on the body 
once the Hastings-line Maunsell Brake No. 3687 has been completed. 
 

Building on the Maunsell carriages we already have in service, and this Dining 
Saloon, we then plan to add further overhauled carriages to form a complete train 
of SR Maunsell carriages from the 1920s/30s. 
 

The Maunsell 7864 Group is an authorised fund-raising group within the Bluebell Railway Preservation Society. 



  
 

 
 
 

The restoration of the Bluebell Railway’s Maunsell Restaurant Car/Dining Saloon No.7864 has long been an 

aim of Bluebell C&W volunteers, and this fund is to cover the costs (over £150,000) of the materials and 

possibly some contract labour.  We are over 90% of the way to our target, there is a confirmed slot in the 

workshop, and volunteers are already starting work on components which can be done in advance. 
 

Using H M Revenue & Customs’ Gift Aid scheme increases the value of your donation by 25% and, 

where donors pay income tax at higher rates, they can get tax relief on their donations. 
 

Please send the completed form (including the Gift Aid Declaration) and donation to: 
 

Deborah Carver, c/o Carriage and Wagon Department,  

Bluebell Railway, Horsted Keynes, West Sussex RH17 7BB 
 

Cheques should be payable to The Bluebell Railway Trust. 
 

       I enclose a gift of £.......... towards the Maunsell 7864 fund, 

      And / or I enclose a Standing Order form, towards Maunsell 7864 fund, 

      And I enclose a completed Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

Title ............... Forename(s) ......................................................... Surname ……………………….. 
 

Home address ..................................................................................................................................... 
 

............................................................................................................................................................. 
 

...............................................................................................             Postcode ................................. 
 

Signature .............................................................                               Date .. ...................................   
 

E-mail address:………………………………….. 
 

Bluebell Railway Preservation Society Membership Number (if applicable) ………………… 
 

If you require a receipt please enclose a stamped addressed envelope. 
 

      Please add my address/email address to the supporters’ list of the BRPS Maunsell 7864 Group. 
 

Data Protection Act: 
We are committed to protecting your personal information and will not share your 
details with any organisation outside the Bluebell Railway, which comprises the 
Bluebell Railway Trust, Bluebell Railway Preservation Society, Bluebell Railway 
Plc and subsidiary supporting groups. So that we may contact you using the 
details you have provided, about Bluebell Railway activities that we believe may 
be of interest to you, please tick this Consent box      .   
Our privacy policy, including your opt-out and access rights, can be found at 
www.bluebell-railway.com 

Sep 23w 

 

The Bluebell Railway Trust is a registered charity, No. 292497 
Sheffield Park Station, Sheffield Park, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 3QL 

Administrative Governor – V F N Blackburn 

https://www.bluebell-railway.com/


Maunsell 7864 Fund 
Gift Aid Declaration – The Bluebell Railway Trust 

 

 
 

In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the boxes as appropriate: 
 

           I want to Gift Aid my donation of £__________ and any donations I make in the future to 

    and / or 

         I want to Gift Aid any donations I have made in the past 4 years to 

 The Bluebell Railway Trust 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift 
Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 
 

My details: 
 

Title ................. Forename(s) ...........................................  Surname ............................................ 

 

Full Home address ............................................................................................................................. 

 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

 

..................................................................................................  Postcode ............................ 

 

Signature ..................................................                            Date ........................................... 
 

Please notify the Bluebell Railway Trust if you: 

• Want to cancel this declaration, 

• Change your name or home address, 

• No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you 

must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust 

your tax code. 
Sep 23w 

 

BANKERS STANDING ORDER FORM The Bluebell Railway Trust (Reg. Charity No 292497) 
 

Please complete the following for regular monthly, quarterly or annual donations. 
 

To: ……………………………………………… Bank 
 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

……………………………………………. Post Code…………………… Sort Code: … - .. .- … 
 

A/c name: …………………………… A/c number: …....................... 
 

Please pay to National Westminster Bank Plc, Haywards Heath Branch, 1 Muster Green, Haywards Heath, West 

Sussex, RH16 4AP. 
 

Sort Code 60-10-26 to the credit of The Bluebell Railway Trust, A/c no: 61059056 
 

the sum of £________  commencing on  _____/_____/20_____and  thereafter continue the same  
 

monthly / quarterly / annually (delete as appropriate) until further notice from me in writing. 
 
 

Signature: ………………………………… Date: ……………. 
 
 

For Trust use only: Bank please quote reference …………… /MAUN 7864 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate 
Gift Aid is reclaimed by us from the tax you pay for the current tax year.  

Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer 


